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SPECIAL  HOMEMAKERS '  CHAT  TO  FLOOD  REGIONS 
QUESTION  BOX 

Remove  damp  odor  after  flood  in  cellar? 

Salvage  books  wet  by  flood  water? 

Remove  mildew  from  woodwork? 

Clean  mud-stained  walls? 

Clean  rugs  and  carpets  damaged  by  water? 
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ANSWERS  FROM 

chemists  and  home  econo- 
mists of  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture 
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The  question  box  today  is  full  of  inquiries  about  flood-d; 
and  furnishings  and  how  to  get  them  back  in  condition  again.    I  yt §,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

.    ,  -        ^u-wi-  ;  

The  first  question  is  about  odors  left  by  the  flood  in  cellars'  and  base- 
ments.   A  housewife  writes*     "Though  we  have  at  last  succeeded  in  getting  the 
flood  water  out  of  our  cellar  and  have  cleaned  the  sellar  as  thoroughly  as 
possible,  an  unpleasant  odor  still  hangs  on  there.    Is  there  any  way  to  remove 
this  odor?" 

Chemists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  suggest  that  lump  lime  or 
calcium  oxide  will  help.     It  will  absorb  the  dampness  and  the  odors  along  with 
it.    Lump  lime,  you  know,  is  the  lime  used  in  making  concrete.    You  buy  it  from 
dealers  in  building  materials.     Set  wooden  tubs  or  crocks  around  your  basement  and 
fill  them  about  half  full  of  broken  pieces  of  lump  lime.     The  lime  will  absorb 
dampness  in  the  cellar,  and,  in  doing  so,  will  change  from  lump  form  to  powder. 
In  powdered  form  it  is  slaked  lime  and  you  can  use  it  on  acid  soil  in  garden,  lawn 
or  field.     So,  you  see,  the  lime  can  do  double  duty — first  in  your  basement, 
and  second  in  your  garden. 

Or  you  can  use  containers  of  calcium  chloride  in  your  basement.     This  is 
another  material  that  absorbs  moisture  and  odors.     It  turns  from  solid  to  liquid 
as  it  absorbs  moisture. 


Once  it  becomes  liquid,  you  can't  Use  it  again* 

Of  course,  you  know  that  fresh  air  and  sunshine  are  "both  good  remedies' 
for  unpleasant  odors.    You  prohably  can't  get  much  sun  in  your  cellar $  "but  you 
can  keep  it  aired.    Sometimes  you  can  use  an  electric  fan  to  help  keep  air  cir- 
culating until  dampness  and  odors  disappear. 

Second  question;     "What  can  I  do  about  books  that  have  "been  wet  with  flood 
water?" 

Dry  hooks  and  papers  slowly  and  carefully.     Expose  them  to  air  to  start  the 
drying. .. then  pile  and  press  them  to  keep  leaves  from  curling. .. then  expose  to  air 
again.    This  alternate  drying  and  pressing  should  continue  until  the  hooks  and 
papers  are  thoroughly  dry  to  prevent  mildew.     When  the  books  are  nearly  dry, 
heat  them  slightly  and  separate  the  pages  to  prevent  a  musty  smell  in  the  pages. 
Leather  "bindings  on  hooks  often  "become  dry  and  hard  after  getting  wet.  Rubbling 
with  a  very  little  oil  or  wax  will  help  this. 

Now  a  question  about  mildew  on  woodwork.     A  housewife  says  that  mildew  is 
appearing  on  her  white  painted  woodwork  since  the  flood.    What  to  do  to  prevent 
it? 

Woodwork  attacked  "by  mildew  need  thorough  drying  in  the  first  place.  Start 
the  furnace  or  the  central  heating  plant  hut  leave  the  doors  and  windows  open. 
This  will  dry  floors,  walls,  and  woodwork  and  will  air  the  house  at  the  same 
time.    Wipe  mildewed  woodwork  with  a  damp  cloth  dipped  in  water  and  a  small 
amount  of  kerosene. . .or  wipe  with  a  5  or  10  percent  solution  of  borax  and  water. 

Another  letter  here  asks  ah out  cleaning  wet,  mud-stained  walls  and  wood- 
work.   Scrub  woodwork  with  a  stiff  finer  "brush  and  cold  water...  then  with  warm 
soap  and  water.     But  don't  try  to  clean  plaster  while  it  is  wet.     Wet  plaster 
loosens  easily  and  falls  out.     When  the  house  dries  and  the  plaster  is  entirely 
dry,  clean  it  with  sponge  rubber  or  a  good  wallpaper  cleaner.     Soiled  wallpaper, 
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or  paper  that  has  "become  loose  and  hangs  from  walls  and  ceilings  is  difficult 
to  replace  and  clean.    A  new  papering  joh  is  prohahly  necessary. 

More  about  that  soiled  woodwork.    If  it  still  looks  cloudy  after  washing 
with  soap  and  water,  try  cleaning  with  a  soap-and-glue  solution.    Here  is  how 
to  make  the  solution:     Shave  a  cake  of  laundry  soap  into  a  gallon  of  boiling 
water.    Dissolve  2  ounces  of  glue,  "bought  at  any  hardware  store,  in  a  quart  of 
"boiling  water.    Mix  the  glue  solution  and  the  soap  solution.    Apply  this  solu- 
tion with  a  soft  cloth  or  sponge,  and  rinse  with  a  chamois  and  clear  water.  Let 
the  solution  stay  on  the  woodwork  5  minutes  or  so... then  wash  off  with  a  clean 
sponge  and  a  pail  of  clear  water. 

Last  question:  "Please  tell  me  how  to  clean  rugs,  and  carpets  that  are  soiled 
with  flood  water.  tt 

Let  rugs  and  carpets  dry  out  thoroughly;  "  Then  heat,  or  sweep,  or  use  a 
vacuum  cleaner  to  remove  as  much  dirt  as  possible.    If  necessary  shampoo  rugs 
with  soap  jelly.    Large  rugs  you  will  have  to  shampoo  on  the  floor  or  spread  out 
on  the  porch.    But  small  rugs  you  can  clean  on  a  tahle  near  the  sink  or  laundry 
tubs. 

Make  soap  jelly  with  one  part  mild  soap  flakes  dissolved  in  5  parts  hot 

water.    Beat  with  an  egg  heater  to  make  a  stiff  lather.     They  apply  with  a  brush 
or  sponge  to  a  small  part  of  the  rug  at  a  time.     Scrub.,  then  wipe  off  the  dirty 
lather  with  a  cloth  dipped  in  clear  water.    Work  over  the  surface  of  the  rag  this 
way  in  overlapping  sections  so  as  not  to  leave  streaks.    When  rinsing  for  the 
last  time  "brush  the  nap  in  one  direction.    After  shampooing,  dry  rugs  and  carpets 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

If  rugs  have  shrunk  in  flood  water,  there  is'  not  much  you  can  do  to  stretch 
them  hack  to  their  original  size.     If  colors  have  run,  you  may  he  able  to  dye  the 
whole  rug  a  darker  color.     If  the  stiffening  on  the  bottom  has  soaked  off,  you 
can  resize  the  rug  hy  laying  it  face  down  on  newspaper. .. tacking  it  down  here  and 
there  to  hold  it  in  place... and  brushing  on  hot  glue.    Make  the  glue  for  sizing 
hy  dissolving  one  half  pound  of  granulated  glue  in  1  gallon  boiling  water.  Take 
care  not  to  use  so  much  glue  that  it  will  soak  through  to  the  right  side  of  the 
rug.  < 
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